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LECTURE. 
ON LABIAL HERNIA, AND ON NEU- 
RALGIA OF THE BLADDER. 


BY DR. WILLIAM H. WARDER. 


Reported for THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL RE- 
PORTER, by Charles Winslow Dulles, M. D., 
Resident at Philadelphia Hospital. 

GzNTLEMEN :—The first case I present to you 
to-day is one of great interest. Jane R., aged 
54; white; cook. First menstruated at the age 
of 15; was married at 20; had her first child 
at 23, her last at 33, and has had five in all. 
None of her labors were difficult. Soon after 
the death of her first child her husband died. 
She has been an inmate of this house for many 
years, and has worked in the kitchen for the 
past eight or nine. About five years ago she 
noticed a small lump on the right side of the 
mons veneris, which has gradually increased in 
size until it has reached the size you now see. 
It has never caused her any inconvenience. 
She suffers from some slight erosion of the 
cervix uteri; but this is not why she comes 
before you to-day. The tumor is what concerns 
us at present. 

I present this case to your consideration 
because it has at least two points of interest :— 

First. It is one of those rare forms of disease 
which you will very seldom see, and which, 
consequently, you will have but little oppor- 
tunity of studying. : 

Second. A mistake in regard to its diagnosis 
ind treatment may sacrifice the life of your 
Patient, and your own reputation. 

You find here a tumor, about the size of a 
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goose-egg, situated in the right labium majus, 
and extending up toward the abdomen. What 
isits nature? Is it an abscess? If it were, we 
should find the characteristic symptoms of in- 
flammation. But we have no redness, heat, nor 
pain. There is none of the characteristic hard- 
ness surrounding the tumor, the result of in- 
flammatory deposit. There is no pain upon pres- 
sure, and there are no constitutional symptoms 
of such a condition. Then we will say it is not 
an abscess. Is it a hydrocele of the inguinal 
canal? This is of so rare occurrence that we 
might, without further consideration, pass it by. 
Yet it is sometimes a matter of great difficulty 
to diagnose this from other diseases of the labia. 
You are aware that the labia in the female are 
the analogue of the scrotum in the male; that 
the round ligament is the analogue of the 
spermatic cord. Some anatomists say that the 
round ligament ends at the mons veneris. 
This is not the case. The round ligament gives 
off a portion of its fibres to the mons, but the 
rest lose. themselves in the dartoid sac, which 
extends downwar.l along the external labium to 
the fourchette. The peritoneal covering of 
this ligament usually extends to the inguinal 
canal; but now and then, in young subjects, it 
will be prolonged through a portion of the 
canal, and form what is known as the canal of 
Nuck. In adults this ie ordinarily obliterated, 
and hence the rarity of hydrocele or hernia in the 
female. What are the symptoms of hydrocele? 
It is usually of slow growth. It is not painful. 
It gives the sensation of a sac filled with fluid ; 
it gives fluctuation, but not resonance. It is 
translucent. It does not recede when the patient 
lies down. Applying these tests, we satisfy 
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ourselves that we have not here a hydrocele of 
the round ligament. 

Then what is it? Its history is that it 
formed slowly, from above downward. On 
taking hold of the tumor I perceive a peculiar 
gaseous feeling. When the patient coughs, I 
get an impulse; when she is recumbent, by 
gentle pressure the contents of the tumor are 
forced backward into the abdominal cavity, 
with a slipping motion and a gurgling sound. 
By these associated signs I know that this is a 
hernia. It has come down along the round 
ligament, and constitutes a complete inguinal 
hernia, or a labial hernia. Its coverings are 
the same as those of a scrotal hernia, with the 
exception of the cremaster muscle. The epi- 
gastric artery, as in the male, lies on its inner 
side. 

This disease is a rare one. In twenty years’ 
practice this is only the second one that I 
have ever seen. Femoral hernia is more 
common in women than this form. Now, as to 
the prognosis in such cases, it is usually 
good. Labial hernia does not give much trouble. 
In this case it has lasted a few years without 
causing any, and this will probably continue. 
The most important point in regard to it is the 
diagnosis. No mistake must be made. I know 
acase where such atumor was thought to be 
an abscess, and opened with the bistoury, caus- 
ing the death of the patient in three days. Be 
careful that none of you shall ever make such a 
dreadful mistake. You may always be certain 
to avoid it if you use an exploring needle before 
operating. This will assure you of the contents 
of thetumor. If they are watery, it is a hydro- 
cele; if bloody, a hematocele ; if gas, you have 
to deal with a hernia. 

These hernias may become strangulated and 
demand operation ; but this tr occurs. As 
has been said, they usually give little trouble, 
beyond a sense of discomfort on stooping, or in 
walking, or in attempting tolift heavy weights. 
The tumor is easily reducible, and the only 
treatment, usually, is to apply a well-fitting truss, 
with a perineal band to keep it from slipping 


up. 
Neuralgia of the Bladder. 


Case 2. This is a very different case, which 
has been one of intolerable suffering. She 
was sent here by a surgeon, who said she had 
a tumor of the uterus. She is sixty years of 
age, a cook by occupation ; began menstruating 
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at fifteen years of age; was married at twenty ; 
had a baby the same year; her husband died 
the next, and she has lived single ever since. A 
year ago she began to have trouble with her 
bladder, frequent desires to micturate, and 
great difficulty and pain in doing it. She 
would sit for a long time on the chamber, and 
suffer agony in passing a small quantity of 
urine. Examination of her urine has failed to 
detect any pus or other symptom of organic 
disease of the bladder. My resident dilated 
her urethra, and examined it and the bladder 
everywhere with his finger, with the idea of 
discovering any disease of the mucous mem- 
brane of either, or, perhaps, relieving neuralgia 
of the neck of the bladder, as has been done in 
some cases lately reported in the journals. No 
divease was found, and the anticipated relief 
was not obtained. Such obscure bladder diffi- 
culties are sometimes due to organic disease of 
the uterus. In this case, however, we cannot 
adopt this explanation. There is a slight 
senile catarrh, but no ulceration, and there 
never has been any menstrual disorder, nor are 
there the usual constitutional symptoms of 
considerable uterine disease. But we find here 
the symptoms already stated, and also a condi- 
tion of nervous excitability, with an intense 
desire for sympathy. This latter sometimes 
leads to an impression that the patient is 
malingering, which may make us do injustice 
unless we are on our guard. In view of all the 
history and symptoms, we have decided this to 
be a case of cystic neuralgia. 

Some time since I had a similar one, in s 
lady aged thirty-five, who was a terrific 
sufferer; she took from six to eight grains of 
morphia a day, and on one occasion sat for 
twenty-four hours upon the chamber. She had 
come from a Southern city, consulting surgeons 
at various places along the route, and had 
failed to get relief. It occurred to me to make 
an injection of a strong solution of nitrate of 
silver, which I did, using thirty grains to the 
ounce of water. This caused such intense pain 
that I had to keep her under the influence of 
chloroform for twenty-four hours, and was 
well scared at the effect first produced. But, 
to my joy and hers, she was completely cured, 
and has never suffered so since. 

The same plan was pursued in this cast. 
Two weeks ago we injected a solution of 
argenti nitratis, grains x, to aque, 11.3 j, whieb 
gave some relief. A week later we used * 
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solution of twenty grains to the ounce, with 
more decided advantage. After each injection 
we gave a half grain of morphia hypodermi- 
cally, to allay the immediate pain which the 
caustic produces. 

[Norz.—T wo weeks later she was virtually 
cured. | 


>> 
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SOME CASES OF PUERPERAL CONVUL- 
SIONS. 


BY W. J. CRAIGEN, M. D., 
Of Cumberland, Md. 


While practicing in Cameron county, Penn- 
sylvania, among others I attended the following 
cases of eclampsia :— 

Case 1.—Was hastily called, about seven 
o'clock in the morning, to see a woman “in 
fits,’ living two miles distant in the woods. 

Arriving at the shanty, I found Mrs. F., aged 
21 years, comatose, retching, and shortly after 
my entrance seized with a severe convulsion. 
I learned that she was in the seventh month of 
gestation, and that her husband had left her at 
twelve o’clock that night to go to work, without 
noticing anything unusual about her when he 
arose. The occupants of an adjoining room 
were aware of considerable uneasiness in her 
apartment during the night, but supposed she 
was trying to quiet her only three-year-old 
child. 

After daylight the neighbor woman visited 
her room, and found her alone, except the child, 
unconscious and in convulsions. ‘The bed and 
bedding were wet and much tumbled, indicating 
that she had been in that condition for some 
time. 

I could get no information of her previous 
condition at that time, except that she had ridden 
twelve miles on a heavy, jolting lumber wagon. 

The following-described terrible convulsion 
Was occurring regularly every fifteen minutes : 
The eyelids would separate widely, the con- 
gested eyeballs protrude, the pupils greatly 
dilate, and the eyes stare wildly. The tongue, 
bitten, bloody, and swollen, would be forcibly 
protruded and curved upward. The veins of 
the neck full and tortuous; every muscle of 
the purple, congested face in constant motion ; 
the head rolled slowly from right to extreme 
left, with severe clonic spasms of the whole 
body, Each lasted three minutes, and gradu- 
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ally passed off. This sight was appalling to the 
gawking bystanders, and drove them from the 
room, so that for long periods I would have no 
one near to render assistance. 

I promptly dissolved and administered twenty 
grains of sulphate of zinc, to facilitate emesis, 
but I ‘afterward discovered that she had previ- 
ously vomited freely. No undigested substance 
was found in the ejecta. She threw up a quantity 
of frothy mucous, only, from the zinc. I next 
tried to administer two doses, thirty grains each, 
of bromide of potassium, but. she swallowed 
very little, blowing it out of her mouth at each 
expiration. Loud calling elicited only an audi- 
ble grunt, once; otherwise she was apparently 
in a constantly comatose condition, in which 
she remained until she died. By digital exami- 
nation, the os uteri was found sufficiently 
dilated to admit two fingers, and the dilatation 
was facilitated as much as possible, hoping by 
terminating labor the convulsions would cease. 
Each pain would produce considerable writhing 
and uneasiness. 

Finding the convulsions persistently continue, 
I tied up her arm, and bled, but ceased with 
sixteen ounces, not knowing what post-partum 
hemorrhage I might have. 

Inhalation of chloroform was next resorted 
to, and pushed as far as I thought I dared go. 
Sinapisms, frictions, and hot applications were 
used, yet not the least change was apparent. 

About eleven o’clock, a. u., I delivered her 
of a living child. The secundines were promptly 
expelled by Crede’s method, and the uterus 
contracted well, with but very little loss of 
blood. I then resorted to my hypodermic 
syringe, and threw one-half grain of morphia 
under the skin on the dorsum of the arm. This 
dose was repeated in thirty minutes, two convul- 
sions havingccurred after the first was given. 
There was no benefit whatever from the mor- 
phia. Having procured a syringe, a large enema 
was given of warm soapsuds and compound 
extract of colocynth, and the whole length of 
the spine rubbed with strong aqua ammonie. 
The enema came away alone, and was re- 
peated, with spirits of turpentine added. This 
seemed to control the convulsions, for she was 
from half-past four until five o’clock, Pp. m., 
without one, then they were at longer intervals, 
three or four ocourring during the night. 
Stertorous breathing gradually came on, and 
she expired the following morning, at nine 
o’clock. 
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Some of the neighbor women told me that 
bloody clothing had been seen in her room, but 
when I asked to see the articles I was told that 
diligent search had failed to find them. I sub- 
sequently learned that she had always been a 
stout, robust woman, in good health, no previous 
sickness, and no difficulty with her first labor. 
Five or six weeks previous to her death, how- 
ever, she had fallen down three or four steps, and 
afterward complained of much pain through 
the back and hips. A painful diarrhoea followed, 
which caused her to keep her bed for two weeks. 
Upon convulescing she discharged the hired girl, 
did her own work, and took the ride spoken of, 
on the lumber wagon. 

At the autopsy, twenty-six hours after death, 
the only abnormal condition I discovered, and 
which quickly attracted attention, was a collec- 
tion or settling of liquid blood between the 
duplicatures of the peritoneum, at the distal 
extremity of the fallopian tubes and ovaries. 

The child lived three weeks. 

I omitted to enter in my notes the rate of 
pulse and temperature. I can think of one 
thing more I could have done, which might have 
been of benefit, viz., to have applied a continuous 
stream of cold water to the head. 

Case 2.—Received a telegram to visit Mrs. C., 
ten miles distant. Naw her at 7 p. m., and 
learned that she had been in convulsions since 
twoo’clock. I waited a few minutes, when an- 
other occurred. She was three or four months 
pregnant, pale, anzemic, and not in good health. 
Could give no cause for the convulsions, except, 
possibly, from eating the pungent root of a 
plant just beginning to come up. She was 
lucid between the convulsions. 

I dissolved about half an ounce of bromide of 
potassium in four ounces of water, and gave 
four teaspoonfuls as soon as she could swallow. 
No other convulsion occurred, but the medicine 
was repeated frequently during the night. 

Two or three days afterward she was delivered 
of a dead foetus, before I could get there. 

Case 3.—Was attending Mrs. S., in her first 
confinement. The labor was progressing 
naturally, and not very painful; the lady was 
cheerful, laughing and joking with her friends 
and attendants, and there was every prospect of 
a short, easy labor. The first stage was nearly 
‘ over. AsIsat by the bedside I quickly de- 
tected the premonitory symptoms of an 


approaching convulsion, without a word of 
warning or complaint from my patient. 


I bade 
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the attendants be quiet, and stand ready to ren- 
der quick assistance. As soon as the convul- 
sion had passed off, she was brought to the 
edge of the bed, the forceps applied, and after a 
few pains was delivered of a living child. | 
then injected half a grain of morphia under the 
skin of the arm, and gave frequently large doses 
of bromide of potassium. She had three or 
four convulsions after delivery, but rapidly con- 
valesced, and ‘‘ had a good getting-up.” 





ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF SUL- 
PHUROUS ACID IN ENTERIC FEVER. 


BY DR. J. WESLEY BOTKIN, 
Of Morrisonville, Ill. 


In the summer of 1870, my attention was 
called to the above subject by an article in 
Braithwaite’s Retrospect, written by Dr. G, 
Wilkes, of England. I was so favorably im- 
pressed with the theory, that I determined to 
adopt the treatment in the next case which 
presented itself, and whieh proved to be that of 
a gentleman aged 65, a gardener, who had 
been very ill for several days before I saw him. 
When first I saw him, he was alarmingly pros- 
trated, both physically and mentally, vomiting 
and purging, with the abdomen tympanitic and 
painful to the touch, and distinct gurgling 
about the ilio-caecal valve on palpation. The 
pulse was 125, and alarmingly feeble. The 
tongue was covered with a dark-brown coat 
through the centre, the tip and edges being red, 
and dry as an oven. There was considerable 
bleeding at the nose, and the eruption was 
plainly visible. With considerable fear as to 
the result of the case, I prescribed the acid 
freely, directing the attendant to sponge the 
body of the patient often with alcohol and 
water. After eighteen hours I saw him again. 
The vomiting had ceased, the purging was con- 
trolled, the tympanites was much reduced ; the 
feeble pulse was growing stronger, and the 
parched tongue was moister, and the thirst less. 
He was now able to take the nourishment 
ordered, which consisted principally of milk 
and brandy, and the whole aspect of the case 
was decidedly hopeful. He continued to im 
prove, and in one week was discharged. 

Sinee then, many opportunities for using the 
acid have presented themselves, and the more I 
have used it the better I like it, and the more 
firmly I am convinced of its efficacy. Out of 
thirty cases so treated during the past eighteen 
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months, only one has died, and she was a fragile 
girl whose life was gradually wasting away 
with consumption, but who recovered, then took 
a relapse, and died. 

Case 2.—Robert F., aged 24 years, a farmer, 
consulted me in regard to the chills, from which 
he had suffered every other day for about two 
weeks. Being busy at the time, I merely 
glanced at his tongue, and thinking him to be 
very bilious, prescribed a mercurial purge, to be 
followed by quinine sufficient to arrest the 
paroxysms. Four days later I was called to see 
him. Found the mercury previously prescribed 
had acted freely, throwing off a large amount 
of vitiated, bilious matter. There had been no 
return of the chill; but there was continued 
fever, the pulse ranging from 100 in the day to 
130, and even so high as 160 degrees, in the 
night. His tongue had the old-fashioned 
typhoid coat, and the abdomen was tympanitic, 
and painful to the touch. There was an offens- 
ive diarrhoea, and he complained of aching in 
the back and limbs, and of feeling sore al! over. 
I administered the acid, with plenty of milk 
’ and alcoholic stimulants, and in eight days he 
was convalescent. His illness was followed by 
that of his two brothers, whose symptoms were 
exactly alike, ran the same course, received 
the same treatment, and made the same rapid 
recovery. 

Case 3—Miss W., aged 16 years, had been 
under the care of an intelligent and skillful 
physician for nine or ten days, with such symp- 
toms as I have before described, until at last 
the case was thought to be hopeless, and I was 
sent for. When I saw her, she was in a state 
of most alarming prostration. She had vomit- 
ing, a tympanitic abdomen, and there had been 
forty discharges from the bowels in half as 
many hours. I prescribed the acid, combined 
with tinctura opii and digitalis. In the next 
twelve hours her bowels acted once, her vomiting 
ceased. and she continued to improve, and in 
ten days she was discharged. This case seems 
to speak volumes for the acid, for she had pre- 
Viously taken all the drags usually prescribed 
in such cases, without the least benefit result- 
ing therefrom; and yet, from the moment in 
which she swallowed the first dose of acid, 
the began a recovery in which she never 
afterward faltered. ; 

What I claim for the acid is simply this: It 
acts as a specific upon the fever poison, arrest- 
ing the further development of that poison, and, 
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by controlling the arrest long enough, exter- 
minates the fever. In a word, it is an antidote. 

I usually prescribe the acid in lemonade, 
giving from three to fifteen drops every four 
hours, and continue it until the tongue is per- 
fectly clean. When the discharges are very 
troublesome, the pulse very high, and the skin 
dry and hot, I add opium, verat. vir., and nitre, 
according to the age of the patient. 

Tn some of my cases I left off the acid after 
a few days, because the patient recovered bet- 
ter. In nearly all such cases they had a re- 
lapse, but which was immediately arrested ky a 
return to the use of the acid. 

In the Reporter of June 12, 1875, page 466, 
there are four cases recorded by Dr. R. G. 
Allen, of Washington, Ill. The doctor’s treat- 
ment of these cases was about what it would 
have been, I presume, had he diagnosed typhoid 
fever. They all died. These four cases were 
Jac-similes of many which I have treated with 
theacid for typhoid fever, and recovery followed 
in every case. 

Possibly I may have failed to convince the 
profession of the advantages of using this drug, 
but I will remind them of the fact—a fact which 
is better than all theories—that of the thirty 
cases treated by me during the last eighteen 
months, only one died, a result which probably 
would not have followed any other mode of 
treatment. 

I shall be glad if my experience shall induce 
others to give the acid a fair trial, and report 
the result through the columns of your valuable 
journal. 

i ee 


MEDICAL SOcIETIES. 


NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Stated meeting, March 22d, 1876. Dr. Charles 
K. Briddon, President in the chair. . 


Fibroma of Vagina. 


Dr. Heitzman presented a specimen of fibroid 
tumor removed from the vagina, which he had 
examined microscopically. Dr. Frank J. Met- 
calf read the following history of the case :— 

A woman, aged fifty-two, when first seen, 
complained of weakness and pain in the lower 

art of her abdomen, accompanied by difficulty 
in passing her urine, which at times became 
markedly increased. A vaginal examination 
revealed a small tumor attached to the posterior 
wall of the vagina. The tumor had been re- 
moved by means of the wire ecraseur. In one 
diameter it measured about three fourths of an 
inch, and in the other one-half inch. It had 
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been developed in the submucous layer. The 
patient had been entirely relieved of her dis- 
tressing symptoms by the operation. 

Dr. Sell referred to a case which had occurred 
in his own practice, presenting similar char- 
acteristics. The tumor in this instance having 
been situated on the anterior wall of the vagina, 
it had given rise to the same symptoms as in 
the case now reported. After the removal of 
the tumor the symptoms had been completely 
relieved. 


Osteo-chondroma of Tibia. 


Dr. Erskine Mason presented the head of a 
tibia, which was the seat of a tumor. It was 
an osteo-enchondroma (Virchow). The history 
was as follows: A man, aged sixty-one, had 
had his tibia injured, this being followed by 
severe pain, lasting for three days. For six 
months he was free from pain, but at the end 
of that period he began to complain of pain 
near the joint, at intervals; these were thought 
to be of rheumatic origin. Two months ago 
a tumor appeared on the anterior portion of the 
head of the tibia, since which time the pain 
had continued. The leg was partly flexed upon 
the thigh at the time at which the operation 
had been undertaken. Amputation was per- 
formed at the knee-joint, and the femur was 
then sawn off just above the condyles. The 
patient did well after the operation, with the 
exception of the occurrence of a sloughing of a 
portion of the flaps. Dr. Delafield having 
examined portions of the tumor microscopically, 
pronounced it an osteo-enchondroma. About 
two-thirds of the head of the tibia were in- 
volved in the tumor, which formed a node 
anteriorly. No enlargement of the glands was 
visible in the neighborhood of the joint. 


Sarcoma of Thorax—Uterine Polypus—Lipoma. 


The President presented a specimen with a 
history as follows:—A man. aged eighteen, was 
admitted to the Presbyterian Hospital. A tumor 
was found, situated between the left axilla and 
nipple. He stated that six months before an 
enlargement had appeared to the left of the 
mammary gland, which had since increased 
steadily in size. It was the seat of paroxysms 
of pain. From the beginning the tumor filled 
the axilla, and was adherent to the chest wall. 
On March 9th Dr. Briddon made an incision 
through the skin, and continued it down to the 
tumor, and tried to enucleate it. This became 
Sa go meg. as the disease had involved the ribs, 
and even encroached upon the thoracic cavity. 
All of the diseased tissue that could be reached 
was, however, removed, and the wound closed. 
On the 10th the pain returned, and grew worse 
on the 11th. He died on the 12th. No autopsy 
had been obtained ; it could be seen, however, 
that the pleural cavity had not been opened by 
the operation. The tumor was soft, being of 
the consistence of cheese; and microscopical 
examination showed it to be a round-celled sar- 
coma. 

The next specimen prese=‘ed by the Presi- 
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dent was a polypus of the uterus; it was 
moved from a widow, aged forty-two, who, six 
months ago, had noticed a uterine hemorrhage, 
which recurred irregularly until treatment had 
been resorted to. A vaginal examination had 
revealed the presence of a tumor situated on 
the posterior wall of the cervix uteri. The 
tumor was removed. A fatty tumor was also 
enue by Dr. Briddon, which he had remoy 

rom the neck of a patient. : 


Caries of Spine. 


Dr. Gibney presented the spinal cord taken 
from a patient who had spffered from caries of 
the spine, which had resulted from a fall. 
There was no compression of the cord. The 
curvature had extended from the third dorsal 
to the second lumbar vertebra. Death had 
been the result of catarrhal pneumonia. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE OHIO VALLEY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Ohio Valley Medical Association met, 
agreeably to previous arrangement, on the 
5th inst., in Gallipolis, Ohio. The President, 


Dr. A. L. Knight, was in the chair. 

The following committees responded as being 
ready to offer reports, namely :—On Hygiene 
and Sanitary, Dr. T. Curtis Smith. On Ob- 
stetrics, Dr. C. R. Reed. On New Remedies, © 
Drs. N. D. Tobey and P. H. Clarke. On Physi- 


ology, Dr. R. A. Vance. 

The first two of the above-mentioned commit- 
tees, at their own instance, were postponed till 
the following day, and Dr. N. D. Tobey pro 
duced his highly interesting report on three 
new remedies, namely: 1. Guarana. 2. 
Gelseminum. 3. Propylamine. 

His report was adopted by the Society and 
opened out for discussion, which was engaged 
in by Dr. Wilson, of Ironton, Ohio, who spoke 
briefly in favor of the views entertained by the 
essayist in reference to guarana. 

Dr. T. C. Smith appreciated guarana, not a8 
guarana, but as being the equivalent of caffeine, 
to which, he thought, the agent owed its virtue. 
He administers it for the relief of nervous head- 
ache, particularly. 

Dr. R. A. Vance thought it had been highly 
overrated, but was of the opinion that it had now 
reached its level as a cerebral and cardiac 
stimulant, certainly increasing the intra-cranial 
circulation. 

Dr. Reed thought our maféria medica was 
already too voluminous, and could not see the 
necessity for adding guarana to the list, when 
all the phenomena it induces can be brought 
about by the use of caffeine. He thought, also, 
the American people took too much caffeine in 
the shape of coffee, regarding nine-tenths of the 
headache in existence among them as due # 
this habit. 

Dr. Smith found guarana to act most 
promptly in those cases where the tea or coffee 

abit did not exist, or existed in a very 
ate degree. 
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Dr. Vance regarded no problem more difficult 
to determine than the state of the intra-cranial 
circulation from external evidences alone. He 
thought it bad practice to judge of the effect 
of a remedy from the chemical constitution 
thereof. 

Dr. Smith said, as a rule, he thought we 
could tell very nearly whether there existed in 
the brain a condition of plethora or anzemia, 
though, at times, he admitted the force of Dr. 
Vance’s statement. 

Dr. Vance thought it of the greatest import- 
ance to know, as we could know, in ninety-nine 
cases in one hundred, the condition of the intra- 
cranial circulation by the use of the ophthalmo- 


scope. 

Dr. Smith offered his report on Sanitary 
matters, which the Society received. 

The Committee on New Remedies was then 
called to extend its report, when Dr. Clarke 
responded with a paper on salicylic acid. It 
was received, and laid before the body for dis- 
cussion. 

Dr. T. C. Smith had treated eight cases 
of otorrhceea with this agent with wonderful 
success; one case had existed for more than 
thirty-three years; had given it in catarrhus 
frontalis with apparently good results. 

Dr. Tobey thought the general use of salicylic 
acid impractivable, on account of not being able 
to dissolve it. 
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Dr. Wall represented the Committee on Sur- 
ery, with a highly interesting report on mor- 
us coxarius, or hip-joint disease. 

Dr. R. A. Vance, of Gallipolis, was put in 
nomination for the office of President, and 
was elected in due form. 

For the office of Vice-President, Dr. Wall was 
elected. 

Dr. Reed was then nominated for the office of 
Treasurer, and elected. 

Dr. Clark was elected Secretary. 

Censors; Drs. A. L. Knight, D. C. Wilson, 
Nash, Jacobs, and Atkinson. 

Dr. Vance then offered a paper in which he 
SS the physiology of the circulation in a 

ighly useful manner. 

Dr. C. R. Reed, representing the Committee 
on Obstetrics, offered a paper on the progress of 
obstetrics and gynecology, which was received 
and laid before the Society for discussion. 

A member inquired for information upon the 
intra-uterine injections of the perchloride of iron. 
Dr. Wall replied, after whom the discussion of 
the paper was extended by Dr. Tobey and the 
essayist. 

Ir. Ewing, on behalf of the Committee on In- 
digenous Plants of the Valley of the Ohio, re- 
ported upon ‘rattle root.” 

The iety adjourned to meet again in 
November, 1876. 
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Conception Forty Hours After Abortion. 

Dr. J. R. Sparkman gives the following 
extraordinary case, in the Charleston Medical 
Journal. The patient had suffered from an 
abortion :— 

My visit was about four hours after the acci- 
dent, and there being no urgent or positive 
symptoms for interference, I simply prescribed 
quietness and rest. The husband requested me 
to return the next day and see her, as he had 
an appointment to leave home indefinitely, and 
did not wish to do so if her condition should 
forbid. On the next afternoon, about twenty- 
seven hours after the abortion, I found Mrs. L. 
on a lounge, having suffered no pains or incon- 
venience since my previous visit. Her reply to 
my inquiry as to her health, was: ‘‘ I am quite 
well.” I asked if there had been too much or 
too little show. She answered: “I have 
been perfectly dry since this morning, and 
never felt better in my life. I have eaten a 
good dinner.” I left, with instructions to be 


careful, and to notify me if anything should go 
Wrong. Her husband left at six o’clock the 





next morning, and was absent twenty-two days. 
About a week after his return home, one of 
their children required my services during the 
night, and I was detained all night. The next 
morning Mrs. L. was suffering too much ‘to 
appear at breakfast. She sought my advice, and 
frankly told me that she had suffered terribly 
from sickness and nausea for about three weeks, 
and that she feared pregnancy, as her breasts 
were quick, and evidently swollen or fuller. I 
stated that her husband had been at home only 
one week ; that he had left her but two days 
after her miscarriage ; that the nausea had com- 
menced during his absence, and that, if it’ 
resulted from pregnancy, there might have been 
a double conception, when only one foetus was 
expelled, as twins were not always born 
together. She looked confused, and asked me 
“ how long after a miscarriage before a woman 
could again get ina family-way?’ Avoiding a 
direct answer, I inquired if she had been unwell 
at any time since her accident. She replied no, 
and then confessed that the last night her hus- 
band was with her, before his visit to Charles- 
ton, feeling quite well, she had submitted twice 
to his advances. This statement induced me to 
make a note of all the facts, and I watched the 
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result anxiously. Subsequently the husband 
confirmed her story, and excused himself with 
an honest declaration, as I believe, that in view 
of his proposed absence she had invited or pro- 
voked his desires, by affectionate caresses, mure 
amorous than usual. - 

The ease progressed naturally, and she was 
confined two hundred and seventy-eight days 
from the date of my visit in October, after her 
abortion. And from due consideration of all 
the facts, I have no doubt that conception took 
rag from the acknowledged coition within 
orty hours after said miscarriage. The infant 
was fully developed, and weighed ten pounds 
twelve hours after birth. 


Amaurosis Through Suppression of Menstruation. 


(Translated for the MEDICAL AND SURGICAL RE- 
PORTER, from “La Cronica Oftalmologica,” of Ma- 
drid, by Dr. I. A. Watson.) 


A young woman, twenty-one years of age, 
laborer, during menstruation, immersed her 
feet in a small stream, and the sanguinal flow 
ceased immediately ; this occurred on the 30th of 
July, and soon afterward she experienced a 
egw sensation of pressure in both orbits. 

the morning of the 5th of August she had 
double amaurosis complete. Absolutely noth- 
ing was revealed by the ophthalmoscope at the 
time. The patient complained of intraocular 
pain, which was notably increased by compress- 
ing the globe of the eye. Bathed the feet in 
mustard water; sinapisms to the hips, argol 
administered in refractory doses, blood-letting 
from the temple. On the morning of the 9th, 
in consequence of an abundant diaphoresis 
which occurred upon the right half of the face, 
and an abundance of lachrymal fluid from the 
right eye, there was a diminution of pain in 
that eye, and a partial return of luminous 
impression upon the central field of vision. 
Having continued the diaphoresis until the 
1lth, considerable improvement was made in 
the vision of the left eye, from which, also, 
came the lachrymal fluid. The following 
month, notwithstanding the use of emmena- 
gogues, menstruation did not appear, but 
returned seven weeks from the date of sup- 
pression, and with it disappéared all visual 
troubles. ° 


The Treatment of Sthenic Pneumonia. 


Dr. C. L. Myers has the following suggestions 
on this topic in the Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer : — 

Carbonate of ammonia is one of the best reme- 
dies. Milk is the best menstruum in which to 
give it. Milk is also good as food. 

Muriate of ammonia is useful in the stage of 
resolution, as it is thought to hasten it, as well 
as to act favorably upon the secretory organs. 
In the low adynamic form of pneumonia, where 
the pulse is as frequent as 130, or even 150 per 
minute; where the respirations are forty or 
more, and labored; where there is great rest- 
lessness and sleeplessness, and where the skin 
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is inclined to a dusky hue, alcoholic stimulants 
are indispensable. The quantity to be given 
depends upon the urgency of the symptoms. | 
know of no disease wherein the use of whisk 

or wine produces so much good in a short lenge 
of time as in the one under consideration, 
Some persons can drink a pint or more in 
twenty-four hours, and improve with its use, 
Children can take amazing quantities. A 
tablespoonful or more may be taken every hour 
in bad cases. It is best, as a general thing, to 
give itin milk. Carbonate of ammonia may be 
added, and this use of stimulants kept up for 
several successive hours. I have often seen 
patients tormented with dyspnoea almost to dis- 
traction, the pulse 150 per minute, where 
sleep, though so much coveted and desired, 
could not be obtained, and where death 
seemed to be inevitable, rapidly change to 
more ease, so soon as a large drink of whisky 
has been taken. The respirations would be 
lessened in number, the dyspnoea would not 
be so unbearable, and soft, sweet sleep would 
soon be announced by the well-known murmur 
of slumber. All physicians who have used 
stimulants in bad cases know this, for they 
have seen for themselves. But stimulants cer- 
tainly must not be given indiscriminately. The 
effect must be watched, for now and then one 
will not be able to bear near so much as the 
general number, and even in some it may do 
positive harm. Alcoholic stimulants, to my 
mind, are not so efficient if nausea and eructa- 
tions annoy to any great extent after being 
swallowed. I think it will be found that in 
those cases where whisky or brandy acts so like 
a charm it does not sicken, or, in common 
phrase, “turn the stomach.” If whisky is so 
disagreeable in large: doses, they will have to 
be diminished, or perhaps it would be better to 
substitute wine. It seems to be the custom to 
give large doses of sulphate of quinia with the 
stimulants. Quinine may aid very much in 
giving tone to the nerves, but it is very probable 
that where it proves so useful malaria is the 
producing trouble, for, as I have said, these low 
forms of pneumonia are often caused by mala- 
rial element. 


On Disease Germs. 


A writer in the Doctor concludes a review of 
Prof. Tyndall’s researches with these words :— 

Thus far we have only dealt with Professor 
Tyndall’s paper as it refers to spontaneous 
generation. On the absurdity of this dogma 
we are at one with him, but we do not therefore 
necessarily accept his views as to disease germs. 

It is easy to suppose that if bacteria cling 
only to the motes in the air, 80 also may 
organic particles capable of originating disease ; 
germs, in fact. of various kinds. But this is 
only a supposition. Some of the experiments 
at arst seem to support this idea. Thus Profes- 
sor Tyndall exposed to the air a large number 
of tubes charged with the same infusion, @ 
found that they were attacked in a varying 
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order, some earlier than others, some more 
completely. In this gespect they resembled. he 
says, a population smitten by a plague. This 
may be, in some respects, but the likeness does 
not imply identity. One very important differ- 
ence we beg to submit. Eventually all the 
tubes were occupied with bacteria, but in no 
instance has a plague swept away the entire 

pulation. It is likely enough, as Professor 
yndall supposes, that bacterial germs ‘* float 
through the atmosphere in groups or clouds, 
with spaces more sparsely filled between them.” 
We may also suppose that sometimes there are 
spaces between them quite unoccupied. As a 
supposition, the contagium of a disease may in 
like manner cling to atmospheric motes also in 
clouds; but all contagious diseases would in this 
case require their distinct germs, and we can- 
not suppose that all these are always floating 
about. If they are, how comes it that any of 
usescape destruction? No, pretty as the doc- 
trine of these germs may be, it is, as generally 
understood at present, only a conjecture, and 
there are many serious objections to be over- 
come before it can be generally accepted. 


A Disinfecting Oven. 


Professor E. Andrews, m. p., Hospital Sur- 
geon of Mercy Hospital, Chicago, writes to the 
Chicago Medical Journal :— 

In Mercy Hospital my custom was to place sur- 
gical patients on straw mattresses. When a 
bed-was vacated by the recovery or death of 
the patient, the straw was taken out and burned, 
and the tick sent to the laundry to be washed. 
It was then filled with new straw, and laid 
away ready for use. The pillows were ripped 
open and the feathers renovated by boiling-hot 
steam, and the pillow ticks washed. By these, 
and other precautions, disinfection was well 
accomplished, and pyzemia was almost unknown 
in the institution. However, the steaming of 
feathers, the emptying, washing and filling of 
ticks, and the burning of straw, are troublesome 
to the attendants, and apt to be neglected, 
unless constant watchfulness is kept up by the 
surgeon. To render the disinfection more easy, 
Ihave sinee adopted the plan pursued with so 
much success in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London, viz., the baking of every bed and 
pillow which has been used by a surgical 
patient. Dry heat destroys fomites just as 
effectually as bviling water, and is far more 
convenient. To accomplish this, the hospital 
has constructed a simple steam oven, on the 
following plan :— 
_ A platform or stratum of parallel steam pipes 
is made, a little larger than the dimensions of 
8 mattress, constituting the foundation. Eigh- 
teen inches above this another stratum of pipes 
is laid, parallel to the first. On the top of the 
under stratum a floor is laid of galvanized iron, 
and the whole apparatus enclosed so as to con- 
fine the hot air, and convert the space between 
the strata of steam pipes into a sort of oven. 

he enclosure has a door the whole length of 
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one side, which lets down for the insertion of 
the articles to be disinfected, and the pipes are 
connected with the steam boilers which heat 
the building. When in use, the door is opened, 
the mattress and pillows are shoved in, the door 
closed, and the steam, which has a temperature 
of about 250° Fahrenheit, is let into the pipes. 
This makes a strong baking heat, and effectually 
disinfects the beds. 


On Treatment of Convulsions in Infants. 


Mons. Blanchez, in a lecture on diseases of 
children, in the Medical Times and Gazette, 
lays down the following rule for the treatment 
of endian, If it be a single attack, and 
gives no signs of a tendency to recur, it is best 
to confine ourselves to some hygienic precau- 
tions, such as securing efficient ventilation, ete. 
If the attacks run into each other, or recur at 
short intervals, revulsives should be applied to 
the lower extremities, compresses of cold water, 
or of water with ether, being also laid on the 
temples. Compression may at the same time 
be made on the caroiid arteries, as recom- 
mended by Trousseau. The pulsation of these 
vessels must be sought for at the lateral parts 
of the neck, and then they must be gradually 
compressed backward toward the spinal column. 
The amelioration should be rapid; and if after 
two or three minutes it has not manifested 
itself in an evident manner, the compression 
should not be longer continued. Inhalations 
of chloroform may then be resorted to, adminis- 
tering them in a very gentle and gradual 
manner. In order to avoid all danger, slight 
as this is, it is necessary that a certain quantity 
of air should be always mixed with the chloro- 
form vapors. In some cases special indications 
present themselves, as for the employment of 
an emetic when it is well made out that the 
convulsions are due to indigestion. When the 
attack has been overcome, we must try to 
modify the general eclampsic condition by 
having recourse to anti-spasmodic treatment ; 
but the management of agents of this descrip- 
tion requires great prudence, several of them 
being of a dangerous character. Their dose is 
of great importance. For an infant, from eight 
to fifteen months old, we should never exceed 
the dose of thirty centigrammes, after having 
commenced . with five centigrammes. The 
maximum dose of belladonna powder is ten 
centigrammes, after commencing with one, in- 
creasing it very gradually, and carefully watch- 
ing the throat and pupils of the child. We 
may proceed more boldly with oxide of zinc or 
James’ powder (which M. Blanchez has not 
found of any special utility), of which ten centi- 
grammes may be given every two hours; but 
bromide of potassium and chloral are to be pre- 
ferred to any of these remedies. Of the bro- 
mide from ten to twenty centigrammes may be 
given every two hours, until fifty or sixty centi- 
grammes are reached in an infant, and from 
two to three grammes ina child of seven. The 
effect should be manifest at the end of twenty- 
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four hours, or the dose should be increased. A 
mixed treatment of the bromide and chloral 
gives little better results, the bromide being 
iven during the day and the chloral at night. 
he maximum of the latter agent is twenty-five 
eentigrammes for an infant, and fifty for older 
children. 


On Topical Bloodletting. 


On this subject, Dr. Mapother writes, in the 
Dublin Medical Journal :— 

If Luschka’s statement, that the umbilical 
vein, or ligamentum teres, of the adult is con- 
stantly pervious from the left branch of the 
— to the deep epigastric, be correct, then 
eeching round the navel may be direct and 
effectual in inflammations of the liver and all 
other organs discharging blood by the portal 
vein. This anatomical point, however, requires 
confirmation. 

For acute dysentery of the a and other 
inflam matory affections of the abdominal organs, 
a hundred or two of leeches have been used 
without avail, according to writers of the last 
generation, while half as much blood drawn 
quickly from the arm produced a profound 
impression on the system. 

There is no organ which bas so special a 
blood-supply as the kidney. Insulated in a 
mass of fat, it joins no other part by vessels, 
except on the left side the testis, by the 
spermatic. 

Renal congestion can, therefore, be scarcely 
influenced by leeching, or cupping the loins, 
and the good supposed to follow them must be 
attributed to the warmth, rest, and low diet, 
which usually are enforced ; the first determin- 
ing to the skin, to the relief of the renal arteries, 
the others checking the formation of nitro- 
genized compounds. The labor of the organ is 
lessened by all these means. 

The testicle returns its blood by the spermatic 
veins, and as these vessels pass through the 
groins and join the superficial veins of the 
region, leeching there is best calculated to 
relieve the organ. The veins of the scrotum re- 
turn to the superficial pubic and epigastric, and 
puncturing them I have found valueless in cases 
of orchitis, while the risks of erysipelas or 
ecchymosis forbid leeches. 

The anus has been often selected for leeching 
in hepatic congestions; but as it is only the 
superior hemorrhoidal veins which return to 
the portal vein, any external bleeding can only 
be indirect. The middle and inferior hemor- 
rhoidal veins go to the internal iliac. In the 
male nothing can be more intimate than the 
anastomosis between the veins of the bladder 
and prostate and rectum, and hemorrhage 
from one of thtse regions is often vicarious with 
that of the otber. 

To draw blood in acute cystitis or prostatitis 
the surface of the rectum is the fit site, and as 
leeches will scarcely fix there, it is better to 

ncture one or two veins with a narrow, long 

istoury, the gut being held open by a speculum. 
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Concerning obstetric subjects, I always speak 
with difidence. While it must be acknowledged 
that we have learned much from the practice of 
letting blood by direct incision of the womb, 
for congestive or inflammatory affections, it ap. 
pears necessary that, in the case of virgins, we 
should seek some other source of depletion ; 
the need, on account of moral reasons, is ob. 
vious; and, anatomically, the uterine plexus ig 
slightly developed in the unimpregnated, and 
depletion from the labia or rectum will drain 
more fully. Around the rectum there is a free 
junction between the superior hemorrhoidal and 
uterine veins. 

The veins in the limbs, deep and superficial, 
join at most numerous points, in order that the 
circulation shall not be interrupted during 
muscular action. Leeching the skin over an in- 
flamed joint or periosteum is, therefore, the same 
as opening the vessels coming from the invaded 
part, and hence the undoubted efficacy of the 
measure in such cases. By the way, it is 
remarkable that we so rarely find the muscles 
the seat of inflammatory action. The rapid 
flow of blood, urged on by the muscles them- 
selves, which are like hearts to the veins, may 
account for the immunity ; whereas the fibrous 
tissues, so sparingly supplied, are often in- 
flamed in the subacute way, and topical blood- 
letting is most efficacious. When treating 
aneurisms by complete pressure, leeching over 
the sac should give aid, by lessening the ten- 
sion of the arrested blood, relieving it of serum, 
and increasing the fibrin. In cutaneous inflam- 
mations, erysipélas, acne, etc., the flow of blood 
and its effused fluids, by incisions, is too obvi- 
ously efficacious to need comment. 

Venesection at the bend of the elbow is 
almost a thing of the past. and to the question 
of general bloodletting I do not allu@e, but in 
severe whitlows and synovitis of the wrist joint 
it gives striking relief as a topical measure. — 

The same may be true of opening the in- 
ternal saphena vein in acute inflammation of 
any part of the lower or ‘ 

As to the modes of topical bleeding, leeching 
is very generally applicable, and the German 
practice of puncturing the left side of the animal, 
so as to open the last of the gastric pouches— 
bdellatomy, as it is termed—is worthy of imita- 
tion, as blood flows far more rapidly, and the 
quantity is trebled from each bite. pe 
over the bites, when the leeches have drop 
off, draws blood quicker than atuping, and the 
bleeding will more readily stop, for the blood 
coagulates, its gases being exhausted. 

Still, without dread, we cannot order the 
introduction of leeches into the nasal, pharyn- 
geal, rectal, or vaginal cavities ; and puncturing 
the veinlets, and aiding the flow by irrigation 
with warm water, may be well substituted. 
Incisions draw blood more quickly, and the 
bleeding is more easily stopped. I have often 
bled from the nasal septum by touching the 
mucous membrane at three or four points with 
a sharp, long bistoury, the ala nasi being fully 
everted. 
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Let me now recapitulate some of the organs 
and the superficial spots whence they may be 
drained :—T'he eye, at the mastoid process and 
angle of jaw; the cerebral hemispheres, at the 
nasal septum and posterior inferior angle of the 

rietal; the base of brain and ear, at the mas- 
toid ; the right heart, over the thyroid body ; 
the pericardium and front of pleure, outside the 
caps of sternum ; the lungs, along the bases of 
scapule ; and the digestive organs, from the 
rectum. ‘From the veins of this gut, also, those 
of the bladder and prostate, uterus and ovaries, 
can be depleted. 


Immediate Cure for Cold in the Head. 


Dr. D. Ferrier, in the Lancet, suggests a bis- 
muth snuff for coryza. He says :— 

I do not know whether the plan is absolutely 
original, but I am not aware of its having been 
adopted previously. This, however, is of no 
importance compared with the question of its 
eflicacy. 

On the evening in question I began to suffer 
with the symptoms of cold in the head : irritation 
of the nostrils, sneezing, watering of the eyes, 
and commencing flow of the mucous secretion. 
Having some trisnitrate of bismuth at hand, I 
took repeated pinches of it in the form of snuff, 
inha!ing it strongly, so as to carry it well into 
the interior of the nostrils. In a short time the 
tickling in the nostrils and sneezing ceased, and 
the next morning all traces of coryza had com- 
pletely disappeared. 

Bismuth alone, therefore, proved quite suc- 
cessful, but it is better in combination with the 
ingredients in the following formula. Bismuth 
by itself is rather heavy, and not easily inhaled, 
and it is, moreover, necessary that it should 
form a coating on the mucous membrane. It is, 
therefore, advisable to combine it with pulv. 
acacie, which renders the bulk larger, and the 
powder more easily inhaled, while the secretion 
of the nostrils causes the formation of an 
tdherent mucilaginous coating, of itself a great 
sedative of an irritated surface. The sedative 
effect is greatly strengthened by the addition of 
& small quantity of hydrochlorate of morphia, 
which speedily allays the feeling of irritation, 
and aids in putting a stop to the reflex secre 
tion of tears. 

The formula which IT find on the whole the 
most suitable combination of the ingredients of 
the snuff is as follows :—Hydrochlorate of mor- 
phia, two grains; acacia powder, two drachms ; 
trisnitrate of bismuth, six drachms. As this is 
neither an errhine nor a sternutatory, but rather 
the opposite, it may be termed an anti-errhine 
or anti-sternutatory powder. Of this powder 
one-quarter to one-half may be taken as snuff in 
the course of twenty-four hours. The inhalations 
ought to be commenced as soon as the symp- 
toms of coryza begin to show themselves, and 
should be used frequently at first, so as to keep 
the interior of the nostrils constantly well 
Coated. Each time the nostrils are cleared, 
snother pinch should be taken. It may be 
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taken in the ordinary manner from between the 
thumb and forefinger, but a much more effica- 
cious and less wasteful method is to use a small 
gutter of paper, or a ‘‘ snuff spoon,” placing it 
just within the nostril and sniffing it up forcibly 

so as to carry it well within. Some of the snuff 
usually finds its way into the pharynx, and acte 
as a good topical application there, should there 
be also pharyngeal catarrh. The powder 
causes scarcely any perceptible sensation. A 
slight smarting may occur if the mucous mem- 
brane is much irritated and inflamed, but it 
rapidly disappears. After a few sniffs of the 
powder, a perceptible amelioration of the symp- 
toms ensues, and in course of a few hours, the 
powder being inhaled from time to time, all the 
symptoms may have entirely disappeared. 


The Application of Salicylic Acid. 


Professor E. H. Bennett, of Dublin, says, in 
the Medical Press and Circular :— 

I have found that the salicylic acid dressings 
do not exert so marked an influence in con- 
trolling suppuration as carbolic acid, which I 
think is to a great measure due to the fact that 
it is non-volatile, and so dves not penetrate the 
depth of wounds. It wants, too, the advan- 
tages that arise from the stimulating action of 
the carbolic acid, and so I think wounds pro- 
gress rather more slowly under its action. 

The spray of salicylic acid, though entirely 
odorless, is quite unfit for general use, as no 
one can resist a constant tendency to sneené 
while exposed to it. 

I have obtained a great number of com- 
pletely successful results with salicylic acid 
alone, and do not hesitate to use it by itself in 
many cases—for instance, in the treatment of 
burns. 

I have, however, been led up graduelly to a 
oy of dressing which combines both acids. I 

ad used carbolic with constant success, and 

was not inclined to change it for any other 
without good reason ; so it happened that while 
I made some trials with salicylic acid in minor 
cases, I used the carbolic alone im the more 
important—a plan that naturally led me to 
combine them as soon as I found out their 
particular merits. 

The salicylic dressing I have found most con- 
venient is that recommended by Theirsch, 
made by saturating jute with the acid, 3 _ 
cent. by weight, adding a little glycerine, 43= 
fb., which prevents the drying of the jute. I 
should mention that I think great advantage 
attaches to the moist condition of the dressing ; 
it is ready to absorb moisture, and if air 
drawn through it, as in wounds affected 
respiration, the moist threads serve, I am confi- 
dent, as better filters than dry ones would. 
The advantage of addition of glycerine, accord- 
ing to Theirsch, is that it prevents the dry acid 
flying off in dust from the jute. I have used 
the cotton-dressing, too, but I keep it only for 
cases of burn or such surfaces, and I take care 
to avoid the tendency it has to form scabs on 
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the surface, which alone is the cause of irrita- 
tion, as I have seen it occur in the use of the 
acid. 

Nothing can be easier made or more readily 
applied than the jute dressing. I apply it 
beneath a few fulds, generally three, of gauze, 
containing sheet gutta-percha, directly on the 
wound, except in cases where the support of a 
bandage is required directly on the flaps, ete. 
This mode of application made under the car- 
bolic spray combines both acids, and the appli- 
cation of the jute next the wound prevents the 
— often felt from the gauze rubbing the 
skin. 


The Pruritus of Pregnancy. 


This troublesome complaint, which has 
recently been the subject of a “ query ’’ by one 
of our readers, is spoken of as follows by Prof. 
J. R. Black, m. p.,in the Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer :— 

I think I am able to suggest a remedy for 
these cases, and which will reach the require- 
ments of the practitioner better than any other 
hitherto employed. The manner of my coming 
upon it is the following: Some years agoa 
young man was, as he expressed himself, almost 
crazy with the intolerable itching attendant on 
an outbreak of urticaria. I had prescribed 
various remedies for the relief of the stinging 


formication ; everything, in fact, that I had. 


previously employed, or which my recollection 
of remedies by standard authors had recom- 
mended, and they had all proven insufficient. 
Thrown upon my original resources for some- 
thing that.would give him at least a little rest, 
I bethought me of the chloral hydrate, which, 
on theoretical grounds, and from its properties 
of producing lecal anesthesia, ought to give 
my patient the relief he so urgently sought. 
Accordingly, I directed the following to be 
applied to the itching surface with a sponge :— 


k. Chloral hydrate, iij 
Aqua, 3 iv. 


A single application gave prompt relief, and 
he was able to sleep after a forced abstinence of 
two nights. The tendency to a slight recur- 
rence was immediately subdued by the further 
application of the solution to the parts affected ; 
thie final result was all that the therapeutist 
could desire. I determined to bear in mind the 
singular efficiency of the chloral in this case, 
and to give it a further trial at the first oppor- 
tunity. I had only a few weeks to wait; the 
wife of a merchant, Mrs. F., pregnant three 
months, had endured for a week or two the 
most tormenting itching of the vulva. From 
instinctive modesty she had been deterred from 
mentioning the matter to a physician, relyin 
for hope of relief on her own judgment an 
the suggestions of her female friends ; but all 
without avail. Unable longer to endure it, she 
copied to me April 28th. I prescribed the 
chloral — three drachms to four fluid 
ounces of water; to be applied to the parts 
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affected once every hour till better. The appli. 
cation produced severe smarting, which, how. 
ever, soon subsided; while the relief to the 
pruritus was prompt, decided, and almost per. 
manent. Whenever the symptoms were again 
felt in the least the same solution was applied, 
and after a few days the cure was complete. 
My second case was a lady above Granville, 
Mrs. F., also pregnant. By her note to me it 
appeared that she also had endured the pruritus 
until she was, as she expressed it, almost beside 
herself. The same prescription and directions 
were given to her husband, and in a few weeks 
I had the satisfaction of hearing that the result 
was equally as gy decided and permanent. 
The third case of pruritus pudendi during 
pregnancy in which I have had an opportunity 
to try this remedy was in the person of Mrs. C., 
the wife of a clerk. The husband mistakin 
my directions, only had it applied once; an 
while it gave decided relief, did not wholly 
abate the symptom. A few more applications 
soon removed every vestige of the disorder. 


Criticisms on Evolution. 


A reviewer in the Doctor gives the reasons 
for the negative, as follows, in a review of a 
work by Mr. Jones :— 

We should hesitate to assert that a modified 
form of the doctrine is absolutely incompatible 
with a belief in the SUPREME FIRST CAUSE. 
Nevertheless, we are so convinced of the insufli- 
ciency of the doctrine, that, with our author, 
we can only see unity of design in the transi- 
tional resemblances observable in the structure 
and form of animals, from the lowest up to man. 
Apes are, unmistakably, brutes, and their men- 
tal powers are not superior to animals lower in 
the zoological scale. Mind then remains “ the 
standard of the man,” for no amount of differ- 
entiation would suffice to produce something out 
of nothing. Improve the ape as much as pos 
sible, in regard to his mental activity, he yet 
remains an ape, makes no approach to the mind 
of man. As Mr. Jones puts it: “‘ The more an 
ape’s mental activity is increased, the more im- 
tensely apish, indeed, it must prove.” Evola- 
tionists are apt to forget, and Mr. Darwin 
among them, that cells of one kind cannot give 
origin to another kind. The cells of the optic 
nerve cannot be developed into the auditory 
nerve. It is, therefore, a sheer assumption 
assert that the function of the human brain-cells 
can be performed by any other kind of cells; 
but evolution literature is full of such assump- 
tions. At every turn we are asked to grant 
premises for which there is no basis, except the 
necessity of the evolutionist’s argument, which 
led so acute a reasoner as Lamarck, three-quar 
ters of a century ago, to represent the ape-pro- 
genitors of man as planning and executing the 
necessary steps for developing themselves into 
men. In this way, an anthropoid ape 
endowed with the power of creation. We ar 
to believe him capable of making himself a man, 
although the idea of a Creator doing so is 00 
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ta strain on the evolutionist’s imagination. 
.We are asked to believe that an animal may 
drop an organ which would be useless or incon- 
venient in a sphere to which he aspires. and 
may, at the same time, acquire new organs by 
the simple process of longing for them, and may 
thus attain a higher grade; but the men who 
ask us to accept these assumptions, at least 
many of them, pretend to be quite incapable of 
conceiving of the existence of a Creator. Yet, 
why should they not themselves aspire to a still 
higher sphere? Why not long to become crea- 
tors? Is it not more reasonable to admit the 
existence of ong cause of all things than to 
endow every . aie of animal with a limited 
¢reative power 


Pathology of Whooping Cough. 


Dr. Guéneau de Mussy, in an article in 
l'Union Médicale, states his belief that eve 
whooping cough is accompanied by bronchial 
adenopathy, characterized by particular signs, 
which present nothing .. as regards the 
species of enlargement. It is this lesion which 
is the determining cause of the spasmodic phe- 
nomena, in provoking the excitation of the 
neumogastric nerves, and compressing the 
eer) To this anatomical condition the 
author refers chronic whooping cough and all 
bronchitic affections charactized by fits of pain- 
ful, fatiguing and obstinate cough, but without 
respiratory whistling, affections which he desig- 
nates under the name of “‘ coqueluchoides "= 

rtussoid. Bronchial adenopathy develops 

m the first period of the disease; but it is 
especially in the second that it becomes well 
marked and readily appreciable by the physical 
means of chest exploration. Dr. de Mussy also 
attributes to the ganglionic tumefaction the 
Moanings emitted by the patients during sleep, 
& phenomenon to which he was the first to draw 
attention, and which he has observed in the 


absence of whooping cough when the same |. 


anatomical conditions have been present. 


Therapeutical Action of the Salts of Silver. 


In an article in Lo Sperimentale, in reference 
to the therapeutical application of the silver 
salts, Dr. Curci concludes from his researches 
that if they are employed in medicine they 
should be given only in certain nervous affec- 
tions. In myelitis they are of no use, because 
they have no power to prevent softening and 
other destructive processes in the nervous ele 
ments; in locomotor ataxy they are contra- 
indicated, because the morbid effect produced 
by them may be called a species of locomotor 
ae fe in paralysis agitans their employment 
18 of doubtful efficacy. In epilepsy, however, 
they may be of great service, and in certain 
cases they should not be omitted. This disease, 
generally speaking, depends upon an augmenta- 
hon of sensibility in the medulla oblongta, and as 

@ silver salts act as sedatives on the nervous 
eentres, they may be expected to act benefi- 
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cially, and the good results reported by several 
authors may be thus explained. But it i# 
necessary to consider that benefit can result 
only when the disease depends on nervous 
excitability, and that the silver treatment is 
useless when there is any anatomical lesion. 
Dr. Curci suggests that silver might be ad- 
vantageously employed in asthma of a purely 
nervous kind, but the same remark applies in 
this disease as in epilepsy, namely, that the 
malady must be purely nervous, and without 
any cardiac or other anatomical lesion. It is 
well known that an asthmatic attack usually 
originates in a peripheric cause, and thence 
ensues an excitement by means of the vagus, 
trigeminal, or some other nerve, or the medulla 
oblongata, and from the centre which regulates 
the respiratory movements a centrifugal excite- 
ment is reflected to the group of inspiratory 
muscles. Asthma, therefore, in its pure un- 


TY | complicated form, may probably be benefited 


by the use of the silver salts. 
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. BOOK NOTICES, 


A Treatise on the Diseases of the Nervous System. 

By William A. Hammond, x. D., etc., with 
Sixth 
edition, rewritten, enlarged and improved. 
New York, D. Appleton & Co., 1876. 8vo0, 
pp. 883. 


As the distinguished author remarks, “‘ No 
better evidence could be offered for the demand 
for a treatise on the diseases of the nervous 
system than the fact that five large editions 
have been published in four years, and that the 
book has for over a year been out of print.” 

To meet the demand which is thus indicated, 
the author has gone over the text very care- 
fully, adding to every chapter, and revising 
what was already written, until the contents 
actually double those of previous editions. 

One of these additions is a chapter on exoph- 
thalmic goitre; another is a section on toxic 
diseases of the nervous system, in which are 
included plumbism, alcoholism, bromism, hy- 
drargysm and arsenicism. Under the second 
of these delirium tremens comes up for con- 
sideration. Dr. Hammond recommends in its 
treatment the total withholding of stimulants, 
and the administration of bromide of zinc, two 
grains three or four times a day. In the 
management of epilepsy he continues to prefer 
the bromides, especially the bromide of sodium. 
The dose he gives is a gramme thrice daily, 





one hundred and nine illustrations. 
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increased by one-half at the expiration of two 
months. Failures, he thinks, arise often from 
stopping it too soon. He never discontinues it 
under two years, and often keeps it up much 
longer. 

Many more paragraphs present themselves 
for comment, but we must. refer our readers 
to the bovk itself. It will be found not only 
to be most rich in information, but a handsome 
volume, reflecting credit on beth author and 
publishers. 


The Crew of the Dolphin. By Hesba Stretton. 
12mo, pp. 232, 

Free, yet Forging their Own Chains. By 0. M. 
Cornwall. 8vo, pp. 378. Dodd & Mead, 751 
Broadway, New York. 


These agreeable stories will serve opportunely 
to while away the leisure hours of one's sum- 
mer vacation. The first is a tale of the sea, 
the second, of the mining troubles of the Penn- 
sylvania coal regions. They are both well told, 
and convey useful lessons. We cannot speak 
in too high praise of the taste of the publishers 
in issuing their books. They are always char- 
acterized by original and pretty bindings, 
choice paper, and excellent presswork. 
NOTES ON CURRENT MEDICAL 

LITERATURE. 


-——-Lake Mohonk Mountain House, Circu- 
Jar for 1876. It is hardly within the province 
of a medical journal to persuade its patrons as 
to their summer-retreats. Our profession, 
however, with the others, needs the recuperation 
of a few weeks’ stroll among the dales and 
mountains, and we insist on a number visiting 
this summit of Sky-Top, in Ulster county, New 
York, the coming season; that is, after they 
have feasted at our Centennial tables. New 
Paltt, which is five miles from the lake, is only 
a four hours’ ride from New York, and the trip up 
the mountain is exhilarating to sense and sight. 
The hotel accommodations are excellent, the 
lake beautiful in its setting, ozone plenty and 
cheap, the board first-class, and moderate in 
price. 

—* Urinary Calculus.” By Dr. W. F. West- 
moreland, Ga. This paper is a synopsis of 
thirty-seven cases of calculi which required 
surgical interference. Lateral lithotomy was 
employed in thirty-three, one was removed by 
the supra-pubic cut, one from the urethra by 


Reviews and Book Notices. 








external, one by internal urethrotomy, one 
from the urethra by the divulsor. This sur 
geon, whose experience with stone has been 
varied, favors the lateral method, but only 
because he is the more adept on the side. The 
cases are detailed in a modest expression, with 
no needless defence of the operations, nor 
brilliant announcements of marvelous diag: 
noses. The author’s design, to tell what he 
has done, is never violated by any ramble into 
the pathology or history of calculi. 
ant to be served to sucha treat. Dr. West 
moreland demonstrates an operative skill of a 
high order. 

——Report of Health Officer of the City of 
Oakland, Cal., 1876. This is the fifth collection 
of health statistics, and exhibits a low rate of 
mortality for this Western city. 

——Proceedings of Second Annual Meeting of 
Medical Society of Oregon, 1875. Two reports, 
one on ‘* Perforating Pistol Wound of Thorax,” 
and the other on “ Enteric Fever,” are the only 
communications tendered. This organisation 
is in its infancy, and does not pretend to compete 
with its sisters in startling researches in the 
science. We note a concord and an enthusiasm 
among the members that augur success. 

«Twentieth Annual Report upon the 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in Providence, 
R, I., for 1874. Scarlatina seems to have been 
alarmingly energetic for this year, with a 
marked increase of deaths from diseases of the 
heart, a feature of significance in these days, 
when business depression and anxiety in specu- 
lation appear to avenge themselves on the 
heart. 

——-Annual Report of the Board of Health 
of Elmira, 1875. Some legislative action on 
compulsory vaccination may help to postpone 
a fear of the small-pox pranks that entertained 
our friends in Elmira for ’75. This city, with 
some others, has a few odoriferous cesspools 
which she ought to spare without any coaxing. 

——Proceedings of Medical Society of County 
of Kings, New York. This is the first number 
of a journal that designs to publish, in pam 
phlet form, the effusions of the doctors of Kings 
county. It is to be hoped this issue will sat 
vive its third resurrection until the year is owb 
It is uncomfortable to bury a journal so masy 
times and keep exhuming it. Brace up, bi 
ren. A few remarks by Dr. Hesse, on “Uom 


vulsions of Infancy,” constitute the only orig 
nal contribution in the number. 
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MANAGEMENT OF MENTAL ALIENATION. 

The ancient Welsh laws prescribed that there 
were three classes of persons whom an honest 
citizen should kill on sight, if he could. These 
were an outlaw, a fozeigner, and a madman. 
Since that good old time the views of the 
natives of Great Britain and their descendants 
have slowly but steadily improved. The Italian 
Casanova, who visited London something over a 
century ago, describes as one of the amusing 
sights of the town, much patronized by the 
ladies, the great insane hospital called Bedlam, 
whose raving or moping inhabitants offered a 
tich fund of entertainment to the fashionables of 
the day. 

Which of the two generations, the ancient 
Welsh or the contemporaries of Dr. Johnson, 
were the most barbarous, might be hard to 
decide, At present, we are daily finding much 
less either to fear or to laugh at in crazy people. 
Straight-jackets and chaises de force are going 
more and more out of use. The day of huge 
‘sylums, with elaborate arrangements, and 
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under a complicated system of control, is upon 
us. 

This, however, does not seem to be the ideal 
condition, at least not for the chronic insane, 
who make up the largest class of the mentally 
sick. For these, the system of colonization 
must ultimately come into use. True it is, as 
remarked by a recent writer on the subject, 
before this can be done, public opinion needs a 
great deal of education. Many old prejudices 
must be done away with; a state of things 
must be brought about in which an insane 
person should not be, in a special sense, merely 
an object for idle curiosity and remark, but 
treated as one possessed of any other infirmity, 
such as blindness or deafness, would be, with 
pity and consideration ; and, above all, with a 
manner showing no fear or aversion; treating 
them, in fact, as much as possible, on an equal 
footing, as far as their faculties go. 

Nowhere is this better accomplished than at 
the curious town of Gheel, in Belgium, to 
which we have heretofore called attention in this 
journal. A late visit there by Dr. P. M. Deas, 
described in the Journal of Mental Science, 
offers some further interesting particulars :— 


Nearly 1000 years ago, tradition says, an 
Irish princess, called Dymphne, was converted 
to Christianity, and, to escape her father’s 
anger, fled to Gheel, whither, however, he pur- 
sued her, and where he beheaded her with his 
own hand. In time she was canonized as Saint 
Dymphne, and in some way her shrine acquired 
a reputation for curing the insane, who were 
consequently brought on a pilgrimage from all 
parts. Some, it may be, were cured by the 
priests’ prayers, the intervention of the saint, 
or change of air; but many, it may be believed, 
remained unaltered. 

Such cases were left behind, boarded at first 
in a small building near the church, afterward 
in neighboring cottages. Those who had charge 
of them would thus look on it as a religious 
duty to be kind and attentive to those who were 
under the special protection of their patron 
saint ; and when we add to this the intimate 
knowledge of the peculiarities of the insane, 
which, in the course of years, would thus. be 
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acquired and handed down, we can understand 
the way in which the great essentials of the 
system grew up, viz., kindness and sympathy, 
with confidence and want of fear. 

Begun in this accidental way, the colony, in 
course of centuries, became greatly expanded, 
and acquired a wide reputation. Of late years 
it has been taken in hand by Government, and 
placed under the control of a Commission or 
Board of Governors. 

Gheel itself, which forms the centre of the 
colony, is a small country town, of about 2000 
inhabitants, situated in a district called the 
Campine, in the province of Antwerp, from 
which town it is reached by train to Herren- 
thals, thence by a primitive, old-fashioned dili- 
gence, for about nine miles. 

The town is situated in the midst of a moor, 
from which the cultivated land has been re- 
claimed; but in the outlying districts there is 
much waste, unproductive land. This is 
divided into small plots of two to six acres, 
owned by cotter farmers, living in scattered 
cottages of the poorest class, similar to what are 
found in some parts of Scotland and Ireland. 
The whole colony comprises about 30,000 acres, 
with a population of 11,000; and among this 
population are scattered about the large 
number of 1300 insane, who are boarded out in 
about 800 houses. 

Many of the cases would be considered bad 
cases, even in an asylum. Several exhibited a 
good deal of excitement, but there was no re- 
straint put upon them; they were free to come 
and go as they liked. Outside one cottage 
there were two women, considerably excited. 
They were walking about, one singing and 
dancing, the other gesticulating and shaking 
her fist, and brandishing a stick, but there was 
plenty of room, no one to notice her, and no 
one to fight with her. The family in this case 
had gone to the Kermesse, and a patient from an 
adjoining cottage, who was convalescent, was in 
temporary charge of the establishment and the 
two patients. A number who were said to be 
at times much excited were employed in va- 
rious ways; churning butter’, peeling potatoes, 
attending to the cows, or to domestic matters. 


Accidents are rare, and as the sight of the 
insane is familiar to the children from birth, 
they pay no attention to the vagaries and ges- 
tures which excite so generally either alarm or 
mirth. 
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This plan has lately been attempted in 
Europe on a more general scale, by what is 
called “ colonization.”” There is the colony of 
“Fitz James,” near Clermont, France, under 
the management of the Brothers Labitte, and 
that of Einum, at Hildesheim, Germany, and 
that of Zschadras, in Saxony. In the latter 
there are about 200 patients. The financial 
success of the establishment has been very com- 
plete, the original capital employed now yield- 
ing 7 per cent. The favorable influences pro- 
duced on the mental and bodily condition of 
the colonists have also surpassed all expectation, 
The working capabilities of some of them have 
undergone so great an increase as to be readily 
acknowledged by the neighboring farmers. All 
pursue their work together, with contentment 
and without notable disturbances. Periodical 
maniaeal excitement becomes more and more 
rare. 

The sense of order and activity is, the director 
observes, powerfully stimulated through the 
living machinery of an active husbandry, and 
in most of the patients a more or less warm 
interest is generated for that which has been 
striven for and produced by their exertions in 
common. Under the regulated operations of 
the day, in many of the patients their delusions 
and the painful sensations of the past become 
diminished in intensity. A new home seems 
to have sprung up for them, which they merit 
as the work of their own hands; and they feel 
the blessing of honest labor, which is not en 
tirely wanting even in their blunted sensibility. 
The patients live in the colony in a state of 
entire freedom. 

In this connection we would call attention to 
a lecture by Dr. E. 0. Szaury, who adds 
another to his many meritorious reforms in this 
department of medicine, by his advocacy of 
treating the milder cases of melancholia at home. 
The lecture referred to is one of the Messrs. 
Purnam’s Series of American Clinical Lectures, 
and is a fine example of enlightened study o 
this point. a 

















































KXXiy, 


pted in 
what is 
lony of 
2, Under 
tte, and 
ny; and 
e latter 
nancial 
ry com- 
v yield- 
8 pro- 
ition of 
ctation, 
m have 
readily 
s. All 
ntment 
riodical 
d more 


lirector 
zh the 
y, and 

warm 
s been 


May 13, 1876.] 


NoTEs AND COMMENTS. 


Precautions in the Hypodermic Use of Morphia. 

The Medical Times and Gazette quotes 
fom Dr. Chouppe two cases in which 
very serious symptoms immediately followed 
the injection of minute quantities of mor- 
phia. This accident, he has found out, 
arises from the canula of the syringe having 
penetrated one of the minute veins, so that the 
morphia is thrown directly into the venous cir- 
culation. When this is the case, the patient, 
in twenty-five or thirty seconds after the injec- 
tion of an ordinary dose, is seized with ting- 
lings in the hands, which soon pervade the 
body, and are accompanied by very intense 
itching. The veins of the neck become swollen, 
the face is flushed, and the pulse beats violently, 
rising to 120, or even to 160. In about a minute 
and a half, a cold sweat pours off the surface ; 
and in three or four minutes all urgency has 
ceased, although the heart may continue 
agitated for some hours after. In order to pre- 
vent the occurrence of these effects, the opera- 
tion should be performed very slowly, so that 
injection may be at once stopped when tingling 
of the hands commences ; or what Dr. Chouppe 
believes will prove the better practice will be to 
introduce the canula, not with the syringe 
tlready charged with the injection, but without 
the latter, and observe whether a vein has been 
penetrated, as shown by the issue of blood, 
drop by drop, from the canula. When this is 
the case, we should either puncture afresh in 
another place or push on the canula deeper, so 
a8 to traverse the wounded vein. After this 
precaution has been taken, the injection may 
then be made. 


Consanguineous Marriages. 


This journal has always opposed that preju- 
dice against consanguineous marriages, which 
has led in several States to the passage of acts 
prohibiting them. Such laws are relics of medi- 
| #val superstition. 

‘It is with satisfaction, therefore, that we see 
in the Scientific American that some new inves- 
tigations on this important subject have 
recently been undertaken by Mr. George Dar- 
Win, the son of the celebrated naturalist, and 
carried through in a striking and novel manner. 
The ‘questions to be settled were, first: What 
Is the rate of consanguineous to ordinary mar- 
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riages in the entire English population? And 
second: In asylums for idiots, deaf mutes, and 
the blind, what is the proportion of inmates 
who are the offspring of consanguineous mar- 
riages, to the total population of the institu- 
tion? It is clear that, if the second ratio 
should exceed the first, the danger in consan- 
guineous marriages might be inferred. If, on 
the other hand, the ratios should appear equal, 
such alliances might be considered as free from 
harmful results. 

From an ingenious study of statistics, Mr. 
Darwin obtains the response to his first ques- 
tion, namely, that in England the ratio of mar- 
riages between first cousins is between 2 and 
3 per cent. of all marriages occurring. 

The second portion of Mr. Darwin’s work 
consists in researches made in about twenty 
insane asylums, and in a number of institutions 
for deaf mutes and blind children.’ He obtained 
information relating to the families of 4822 
idiots; and out of this large total he found that 
but 170 marriages between first cousins had 
insane issu:, or from 3 to 4 per cent. of the 
total number. .The families of 366 deaf mutes 
(so born) contained but 8 (or 2 per cent.) mar- 
riages of first cousins. This ratio is founded 
on too few a number of observations to merit 
complete confidence ; but, such as it is, it is far 
from being unfavorable to consanguineous 
marriages. 

This is the present extent of Mr. Darwin’s ~ 
labors; and the accumulation of future re- 
searches will, of course, place them in more 
definite shape. As far as can be now judged, 
it would seem that there is no such serious 
danger attendant upon consanguineous mar- 
riages as has been stated and popularly 
believed. 


ee 


Color Blindness in Sailors and Railroad Employees. 


Not long since a serious railroad accident oc- 
curred just outside the limits of this city, owing, 
as it appeared, to the engineer confusing the 
colors of the-lights on a train in front of him. 

Dr. Favre, of Marseilles, calls attention to 
the fact that while in reference to railway 
employees the recognition of the red signal is 
almost the only absolutely essential point, with 
regard to sailors the green is just as indispens- 
able as the red. At recent examinations of 
1050 candidates for employment on railways he 
has detected as many as 98 color-blind, who 
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were deceived as regards one or more colors, 
this occurring as regarded violet 78 times, blue 
50, green 54, yellow 14, and red 10. Of the 
98, 29 only hesitated, and 8 corrected their 
errors, leaving, therefore, 61 color-blind. 
Ultimately only 11 had to be absolutely ex- 
cluded ; but if these men had to be examined 
for sea or coast service, all those who could not 
distinguish green ought to have been excluded 
also. 





Hard Rubber Gynecological Instruments. 

Staufer’s diverse applications of “ hard 
rubber” to instruments required in uterine 
therapeutics have been very successful. It is 
free from odor, not affected by discharges, 
light, strong, and exerts no harmful action. 
Those who have used them speak most highly 
of their action, The manufacturer offers to ex- 
change freely at any time, until the patient and 
the physician are both satisfied. He will leave 
a case of these instruments, specula, pessaries, 
supporters, etc., at the office of this journal 
during the coming months, where they can be 
examined. All orders should be addressed to 
the care of the editor. 





Sensitive Artificial Eyes. 

In 1873, Mr. May, a telegraph clerk employed 
at the Valentia station of the Atlantic cable 
line, first observed that the electrical resistance 
of selenium was instantly altered by light, the 
resistance being diminished by increase of light. 

Dr. Siemens has made use of this peculiarity 
of selenium in the construction of an artificial 
eye. An electrical circuit is arranged, of which 
a bit of selenium forms a part, and constitutes 
the retina. When a strong light is admitted 
into the lens and falls upon the selenium retina, 
the current of electricity flows, and is made to 
work the artificial lids of the eye, opening or 
closing them according to the intensity of the 
light. 


The Dogmatism of Nescience. 

A medical journal of repute, in Great Brit- 
ain, claims to know the future as well as the 
past. It oracularly states : ‘“‘ That there has never 
been shown to be, and never will be shown, 
either volition or consciousness in plants, are 
truisms which no sane individual would for a 
moment think of disputing.” 

If this is so, we prefer to be classed with the 
insane. 


Correspondence. 
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Cure for Corns. 

A correspondent of the Scientific American 
writes as follows, to one who asks fora remedy 
for corns:—Bind raw cotton on your corn at 
night before going to bed, and then saturate 
the cotton with spirits turpentine. It will 
remove the most obstinate corn, either hard or 
soft, in four or five applications. The skin will 
be apt to peel off the toe, but this is rather an 
advantage, as it helps to remove the corn. 





Resolvent Ointment. 

The following ointment is employed at the 
Hdtel-Dieu with great success, by Dr. Noel 
Guéneau de Mussy:—Camphor one, chlorhy- 
drate of ammonia four, and lard thirty parts, 





> 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Sewers and Cesspools not a Cause of Typhoid 
Fever. 


Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 

The Reporter has more than once called the 
attention of the profession w the views of that 
acute observer, Dr. Edwin Snow, of Rhode 
Island, on the above subject. 

Experience has fully taught me the fallacy of 
the sewer and cesspool theory being a cause, 
and when I see our English and American 





brethren attributing enteric fever to their 


influence, I cannot help but smile. ’ 

No doubt very many practitioners can support 
Dr Snow on this subject by citing facts. 

That eminent author, Professor George B, 
Wood, who so vividly and truthfully describes 
its symptoms, rather inclines to causes from 
‘crowded localities and miasmatic influence.” 

Professor Trousseau says it is “ especially 
endemic in great centres of population.” Q 

Professor J. Hughes Bennett is of the 
“ opinion that it is in some way connected with 
the diet.” 

Let our theories be what they may, it seems 
the cause of typhoid fever is yet unknown. I 
have found the disease occurring among stal- 
wart lumbermen while occupied in the woods; 
the hardy farmers residing beside some of the 
finest streams and springs bubbling from the 
mountain side; and in males and females in 
isolated residences deep in the forest, where 
there are no sewers or cesspools. | ¢ 

It occurs in terrible endemics in small open 
towns, and in sparsely settled localities, where 
density of population is never seen. 

It occurs on the mountain tops, more than 
three thousand feet aboye the level of the sea; 


in anti-malarial pine forests on the head- waters. 
of the Susquehanna river, where malarial fever: 


never occurs, and where cases of chronic inte 
mittents resort to be spontaneously eured. 
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It occurs in the best fed families, where 
potatoes are used in abundance. 

It occurs in young children, and more than 
once in the same individual. 

I have not found it to be contagious, or 
generated by the secreta of the sick. 

There is one symptom I have never found 
absent, and that is epistaxis. 

The patient may not have seen or the nurse 
detected it, nevertheless it occurred, if but a 
single drop of blood, the dry incrustation of 
which was subsequently picked from the nose 
by the patient. W. J. CraiGEn, M. D. 

Cumberland, Md., May, 1876. 


On Chronic Diseases of the Joints. 


Bp. Mev. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


In the number of your journal of April 22d, 
1876, I noticed a most valuable article by my 
distinguished friend, John Ashhurst, m. D., on 
excision of the knee, and amputation of the 
thigh for disease of the knee joints. 

To all the doctrines and instruction given by 
the doctor I yield my most cordial assent ; and 
yethe seems to think I differ with him, for he 
says: “‘ And here let me digress for a moment 
to reiterate my profession of faith, so much 
objected to by my distinguished friend, Pro- 
fessor Sayre, of New York, that these chronic 
joint affections, though unquestionably local 
diseases,* are not exclusively of local origin, 
and that they require constitutional as well as 
local treatment. Would, I repeat, that another 
Abernethy might arise among us, and direct 
our attention once more to the constitutional 
origin and treatment of local diseases |” 

As my lectures on orthopedic surgery, now 
being published by the Appletons, and in 
which my views are fully given, may be de- 
layed for some time, before the work can be issued 
from the press, I am unwilling to allow myself 
tobe thus misrepresented by so distinguished 
ssurgeon as Dr. Ashhurst. I have not the 
pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Dr. 
Ashhurst, and I have no doubt but that I have 

misrepresented to him. as I have to others. 

Within a year past, one of the most distin- 
guished physicians in the Southern States, Dr. 
B.D. Arnold, of Savannah, Georgia, called upon 
me, to know if it was possible that I taught the 
students to believe ‘‘ that it was impossible for 
sscrofulous patient to have hip disease, Potts’ 

, or @ white swelling of the knee.joint.” 
He stated that he had heard the statement made 
the evening before, bya prominent surgeon of 
city, in the presence of a number of medical 
menen, and that it was not contradicted by 
one. 
¢ had, therefore, called upon me in person, 
ow if it were possible that I believed or 
taught any such absurd doctrine as that 
‘rofula was a protection against any chronic 
ont affection. 


* The italics are mine. 





It is possible that Dr. Ashhurst may have 
been informed of my peculiar views, by some one 
equally well qualified to give him information 
as the distinguished surgeon who had in- 
formed Dr. Arnold. 

As I was going to my clinic at the time the 
doctor called, I asked him to accompany me, and 
stated that I would answer his question in the 
lecture-room, which I did, and I think the lec- 
ture was published in your journal. 

1 provat to the class, in the presence of Dr. 
Arnold, the story he had just told me, and then 
told them again, as I had so often done before, 
that, even in the scrofulous cases in which the 
disease was developed, it had been induced 
by some exciting cause. In other words, that it 
was of traumatic origin ; that in these enfeebled 
constitutions, a much more trifling injury 
would develop the disease than in the vigorous 
and robust; but even these scrofulous cases 
required the trifling injury to some particular 
joint, or part, in order to locate the disease at 
that particular place. The most vigorous and 
robust child, born of healthy parents, and with an 
ancestry, for generations past, of perfect health, 
was not exempt from the same disease, although 
it required a more severe injury to produce it 
in this class of cases. I stated, also, that I had 
observed it more frequently in the robust and 
active, because they were more exposed to danger. 

As to the gonstitutional treatment of this 
class of ane have always taught that it was 
the only way to cure them; and the whole 
object of any apparatus applied to the part, 
whether it be ankle, knee, hip or back, was to 
give perfect rest to the part involved, and pre- 
vent pain by overcoming reflex muscular con- 
traction, while it allowed all the balance of the 
body to have freedom of motion in the open 
air, in order that they might take sufficient 
exercise to enable them to digest a sufficient 
amount of nutritious diet. I believe that air, 
exercise and beefsteak, with a proper allowance 
of wholesome vegetables, will restore a shat- 
tered constitution better than all the alteratives 
in the pharmacopeia and a confinement in ja 
bed in the best regulated hospital, or in the 
most sumptuous private mansion. Asking 
pardon for this long explanation, 

I remain yours truly, 

Lewis A. Sayre, M.D. 
285 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


News AND MIscELLANY. 


The Juniata (Pa.) Medical Society 


Was permanently organized on Tuesday, April 
25th, by the election of the following officers, to 
wit :— 

Dr. 8. B. Crawford, President. 

Dr. P. L. Greenleaf, First Vice-President. 

Dr. J. B. Sterrett, Second Vice-President. 

Dr. I. N. Grubb, Recording Secretary. 

Dr. G. D. Arnold, Corresponding Secretary. . 
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Dr. G. M. Graham, Treasurer. 
Censors. 


Dr. D. M. Crawford, 

Dr. A. J. Fisher, 

Dr. J. M. Brazee, 

Drs. Greenleaf and Graham were elected dele- 
gates to the Pennsylvania State Medical 
Society, at its next meeting; and Drs. S. B. 
Crawford and Sterrett to the American Medical 
Association. ~ 

The next meeting of the Society will be held 
on the third Wednesday of July, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. Tuomas A. Exper, mM. D., 

Temporary Secretary. 


Items. 
—Page 349, column 1, for Dr. During, read 
Dr. Deering. 


Lonpon, May 1.—A special despatch from 
Vienna to the News says that- a German 

ysician, Dr. Heck, has telegraphed from 

agdad that the disease prevalent there is not 
the plague, but an epidemic fever, curable by 
quinine. 

—The Pennsylvania Legislature has made 
the following appropriations :—$20,000 for the 
support of the Timiehenia Training School 
for Feeble-minded Children at Media, and to 
erect an additional building. $2000 to the Al- 
legheny County Society for Alleviating Miseries 
of Prisons. $2000 to the Industrial Home for 
Blind Women in Philadelphia. $25,000 to the 
Jewish Hospital Association of Philadelphia, 
for the purpose of erecting and furnishing a 
dispensary building. $12,000 for the support 
of the Western Institution for Deaf and Dumb. 


—There were 336 deaths in this city last 
week, an increase of 2 over the previous week, 
and a decrease of 27 over the corresponding 
week last year. The principal causes of death 
were: Bright’s disease, 6; congestion of brain, 
8; consumption of the lungs, 52; convulsions, 
14; debility, 9; diphtheria, 18; dropsy, 7; 
disease of the heart, 8; scarlet fever, 6; 
typhoid, 12; inflammation of the brain, 13; of 
bronchi, 9; of lungs, 30; inanition, 8; maras- 
mus; 10; paralysis, 8; small-pox, 8. 


Personal. 

—Dr. DeForest Willard has been a as 
Medical Officer to the International Exhibition, 
vice Dr. Herbert, transferred to the position of 
Secretary of the Bureau of Medical Service. 


—Dr. A. W. Mathues, of Media, Delaware 
county, has been re-appointed, by Governor 
Hartranft, Quarantine Master at the Lazaretto. 
No better selection could have been made. 


—The Territorial Board of Health, of Colo- 
rado, is given as follows, together with the 
dates on which said appointments expire :— 

Drs. F. J. Bancrott, of Denver, President, 
January 31, 1878; T. G. Horn, of Colorado 
Springs, January 31, 1884; W. H. Williams, of 
Denver, January 31, 1884; A. V. Small, of 


Trinidad, January 31, 1878; R. J. Collins, of | 1 
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Georgetown, January 31, 1880; W. Edmundson 
of Central, January 31, 1882; T. N. Metealf, of 
Del Norte, January 31, 1880; T M. Smith, of 
Fort Collins, January 31, 1882; H. A. Lemen 
of Denver, Secretary, January 31, 1884, : 


— rr SO 2 —-—— 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Hair Dye. 

The hair dye receipt in your issue of April 2th, 
1876, page 360, tallies very closely in qu ntities with 
one I have used for years and find entirely satisfac. 
tory. The improvement in mine is the addition of 


‘| gum arabic. It runs thus— 


R. Arg. nit. (crystals), 
Aqua ammonia. 
Gum arabic, puiv., ounce ss 
Aqua mollis, ounces yj. 
Dissolve the gum in the water and the arg, nitras 
in aq. ammonia. 
To remove stains caused by this on the skin, use— 
R. Potass. cyanuret, drachms v 
Iodine, drachm ss 
Aqua, ounces vj. 
Somerville, N. J. W. PENNINGTON, M.D, 


ounce 
ounces iij 


Dr. E. C., of Ohio.—The Jefferson Medical College 
has not announced any general meeting of its 
alumni. : 

Dr. A. &. H., of Pa.—Grindelia robusta is a plant 
found in California, extolled in poisoning by the 
poison oak, and in asthma, 

Dr. W.—A druggist is not under any obligation to 
give a patient a copy of a physician’s prescription. 
The patient does not buy the recipe; he buys the 
medicine, and the use of the technical skill of the 
physician. 

Drs. F. and M., of Neb.—The method, in favor with 
Commissioners in many States, of letting out the 
pauper practice to the lowest bidder, is a most dis- 


graceful one. It is nearly sure to secure inefficient 
or unscrupulous service. The Code of Ethics does 
not prohibit physicians making such bids, but they 
are certainly contrary to its spirit and meaning. 


——__> <> + —_ 


OBITUARY. 


SIR WM. R. WILDE. 
Ophthalmic and Aural Surgery has again lost one 
of its oldest and brightest lights. He was also one 
of its ablest authors, This disiinguished surgeon 
died, in Dublin, April 19th. He had been suffering 
for some time, and his death was not unexpected. 
Sir William established St. Mary Ophthalmie and 
Aural Hospital, about forty years ago, and carried 
it on at his own expense for several years, He was 
the author of numerous pan: phiets on Medical, 
Statistical, and other subjects, but was best known, 
in this country, by his work on Aural Surgery, 
edited by Dr. A. Hewson. He was appointed, in 1841, 
one of the census commissioners of Ireland, and 
was knighted in 1848, He also held the appoint 
ment of Surgeon-Oculist in ordinary to Her 

Majesty, Queen Victoria, in Ireland. 


MARRIAGES. 


SLOAN—COLLINS.—On Wednesday, April 26th, at 
the residence of Mr. John Reed, Knoxville, ows, 
by Rev. Waring, W. K. Sloan, Mm, D., of & 

Iowa, and Miss Emma J. Collins, of Kno 
owa. 








